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Why Should LGBTQ 
Funders Care About 

the Census?
MEGHAN MAURY                 

NATIONAL LGBTQ TASK FORCE 



Federal Funding



LGBTQ 
People, 
Poverty, & 
Safety Net 
Programs



Democracy



Democracy



State 
Political 
Power & 
LGBTQ 
People



Undercounted Populations



Undercount 2020



Undercount 2020

Immigration Policy

Anti-LGBTQ Policy

Public Benefits Attacks



Undercount 2020

Communications

Partnerships & Outreach

Limited Internet Access



Undercount 2020

Inaction maintains the status quo.



Other Considerations



What Can Funders Do?
ALEXIS ANDERSON REED

FUNDERS’ COMMITTEE FOR CIVIC 
PARTICPATION



Funders Census Initiative 2020
An FCCP working group that supports strategy 

development planning by funders. 

Visit funderscommittee.org
for updates, webinars, 
factsheets, analysis, and 
more!



Funders Census Initiative 2020
Be Part of a Community

Stay informed Webinars Access to Census 
Funder Resources

Connect with 
others



Integrated Voter Engagement

A Proven Strategy For 
Achieving Impact on the 
Issues You Care About

Strategies that integrate year-
round nonpartisan voter 
engagement with community-
organizing activities build a strong 
base of support that strengthens 
an organization’s ability to hold 
decision-makers accountable, 
impact public policy and build 
long-term power for the 
communities they serve. 



State Models
What’s happening now? 

New Jersey Minnesota Georgia



Opportunities for Funders

Participate Convene Invest



Participate

• At Your Foundation – get your foundation’s commitment
• Engage local government officials – use your leadership role in 

your community or state to ensure a fair and accurate census
• Engage your networks and partners – leverage your 

relationships with community foundations, chambers, and 
businesses



Convene

• Funders – to learn more about why the census is important and 
what is at stake or even a local funder table 

• Current Grantees – organize a census convening to discuss 
approaches to mobilization and collaboration 

• Funders and Stakeholders – to develop a plan to ensure a fair 
and accurate census



Invest

• Support census infrastructure: communications plan, technical 
assistance, evaluation

• Request proposals: for outreach efforts
• Add on grants: Give existing grantees “add on” grants and 

training for census mobilization
• Field collaboration: Support nonprofits that foster cross sector 

collaborations



Take Action – A Two Year 
Campaign

When you get back.. 

Identify what additional 
information you need

Engage others in your 
foundation to get “buy-in”

Does a collaborative 
approach make sense?



Take Action – A Two Year 
Campaign

April – June 2018

Create an action plan –
what’s the best fit for your 
foundation?

Convene state funders 
and/or stakeholders

Make grant 
recommendations to 
your foundation



Small Group 
Discussion

SECTION SUBTITLE HERE



THANK YOU!

Meghan Maury National LGBTQ Task Force 
Alexis Anderson Reed Funders’ Committee for Civic 

Participation
Bia Vieira Grantmakers Concerned with Immigrants and 

Refugees (GCIR)
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