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Disaster Philanthropy
Setting the Stage



US 2017 Billion Dollar 
Weather/Climate Disasters
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Total Giving, 2015



Disaster Type, 2015
International 
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North America



Foundation Funding, 2015, by 
Disaster Assistance Strategy



Top Funders, North America
• $4.2 M - Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
• $3.8 M - Margaret A. Cargill Foundation
• $3.7 M - Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
• $3.1 M - The Rockefeller Foundation
• $3.0 M - Lilly Endowment Inc.
• $3.0 M - The Kresge Foundation
• $2.6 M - The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
• $2.3 M - The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation
• $2.0 M - W. M. Keck Foundation
• $2.0 M - S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation



Private Giving

• Over a third of private giving is done in less than the 
first four weeks of a sudden disaster...and two-thirds 
within two months. This giving stops almost completely 
after five or six months.

~ WILLIAM M. PATON
Author of Philanthropic Grantmaking for Disasters

http://www.issuelab.org/resource/philanthropic_grantmaking_for_disasters
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Types of Grants

Women and Transgender 
Human Rights Defenders
Rapid, flexible grants 
- Respond to urgent and 

tactical needs
- Safety & Security
- Unanticipated 

Opportunity/Advocacy



Resist and Reclaim Fund

• Launched November 9, 2016
• Increase support to women and 

transgender human rights 
defenders in the United States

• 28 organizations/activists
• 96% women of color and trans-led
• 300% increase in security/safety 

requests
– Digital security infrastructure, legal 

defense, evacuation, office security



Grant Examples

• Black-led LGBTQGNC org. to host education clinics focusing 
on a pending trans-phobic legislation regarding sex 
discrimination.

• Intersex youth advocates to testify in favor of a bill in the 
state senate that would protect the human rights of 
intersex children.

• Undocumented trans women activist who has been 
detained in an all-male immigration detention center.

• Relocation & security planning for a non-binary 
Transgender Latina activist theologian and ethicist. 



Kennedy “Kent” Loftin
THE MONTROSE CENTER



Community Response to Disaster



What We Learned



The Harvey Fund
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