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2018
Tracking Report

LGBTQ Grantmaking by U.S. Foundations

450 
Foundations

and Corporations
Invested in 

LGBTQ 
Communities 

6,636 
Grants

2,493
Grantees

$209,195,237
Total Investment
in LGBTQ issues

Total Annual LGBTQ Grant Dollars, 2009-2018

Foundation funding for LGBTQ issues totaled $209.2 million in 2018 — a new record high. This total represents a notable 
increase of $22.4 million dollars, or 13 percent, from the $185.8 million reported in 2017. This year marks the second time in 
the history of philanthropy that funding for LGBTQ issues surpassed the $200 million mark.

*Inflation numbers are based on the Bureau of Labor Statistics Consumer Price Index.

Nominal dollars (not adjusted)

2018 dollars (adjusted for inflation)

Total without OneOrlando grantmaking (not adjusted)

Total without OneOrlando grantmaking 
(adjusted for inflation)

2009 $96,533,298 $112,988,374

2010 $96,829,756 $111,506,354

2011 $123,012,423 $137,322,921

2012 $121,412,490 $132,788,863

2013 $129,112,119 $139,171,422

2014 $153,248,693 $162,551,617

2015 $160,702,984 $170,256,328

2016 (without One-
Orlando grantmaking)

2016 $202,312,772 $211,669,465

2018 $209,195,237 $209,195,237

2017
2017 (without One-
Orlando grantmaking)

$185,841,930 $190,381,077

$172,802,772 $180,794,667

$188,110,217$183,625,213
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For every $100 dollars 

awarded by U.S. 

foundations, 28 cents 
specifically supported 
LGBTQ issues. 

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

¢
¢
¢

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

Top 10 Funders of LGBTQ Issues, by Total Dollar Amount

In 2018, the top ten funders of LGBTQ issues awarded nearly $96.2 million, accounting for 46 percent of all funding for 
LGBTQ issues from U.S.-based foundations. Support from this leading group of donors increased by $10 million dollars.

Gilead
Sciences

$21.9M

Arcus
Foundation

$15.0M

Gill
Foundation

$9.9M

Open Society
Foundations

$9.1M

Ford
Foundation

$8.5M

Tides
Foundation

$7.2M

Astraea Lesbian
Foundation for Justice

$4.2M

Evelyn and Walter
Haas, Jr. Fund

$6.7M

Foundation for
a Just Society

$7.1M

M.A.C. AIDS
Fund

$6.9M

Distribution of LGBTQ Grant Dollars, by Geographic Focus

In 2018, approximately 77 percent of funding from U.S.-based foundations focused on LGBTQ communities and issues 
within the United States while the remaining 23 percent focused on LGBTQ issues globally or outside the United States.

International 
(Global Focus)

$12,540,873

Outside the U.S. U.S. - 
Statewide

$26,050,629

U.S. - 
Regional 
(Multi-State)

$7,325,090

U.S. - Local

$63,383,166$34,865,360
U.S. - 

National

$65,030,119

6% 17% 31% 4% 30%12%

Funding for 
Trans Communities

+27%

2018
$28,604,972 

$22,564,755 
2017

Funding for trans 
communities in the 
United States 
continued to 
increase, reaching a 
new record high of 
$28.6 in 2018 — a 
27 percent increase 
from 2018.

Notable 
Changes in 2018

Funding for International LGBTQ Issues

Despite overall increases, funding for LGBTQ 
communities and issues outside of the United 
States declined by two percent in 2018, 
accounting for 23 percent of all funding from 
U.S. Foundations. 

For the second year in a row, the South received the largest 
share of grant dollars, posting a total of $31.8 million, a 40 
percent increase from 2017.

Local, State, and Regional Funding of LGBTQ 
Issues, by Regional Percentage Change

MIDWEST
+ 4% to $9,098,918

NORTHEAST
+ 16% to  $25,883,704

MOUNTAIN
+ 19% to  $5,834,828

SOUTH
+ 40% to $31,803,690 

PACIFIC
– 6% to $19,597,145 

- 2%

Sources of LGBTQ Grant Dollars, by Funder Type

While foundation giving to LGBTQ 
issues increased in 2018, this growth 
was not uniform across foundation 
types. Non-LGBTQ Private 
Foundations awarded the largest 
share of support for LGBTQ issues in 
2018.

Non-LGBTQ Private 
Foundations
$59,637,743

LGBTQ Public 
Foundations
$18,653,309

LGBTQ Private 
Foundations
$46,679,838

Corporate Funders
$37,690,811

Community
Foundations
$10,648,862

5%

Anonymous Funders
$22,803,50010%

17%

26%

21%
Non-LGBTQ 
Public 
Foundations
$29,839,443

8%

13%
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